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three functions in one person is because I conceive the present
to be an extraordinary occasion requiring a drastic, nay, a dange-
rous step. Cases are not born every day. Deshbandhu has left
a gap which it is impossible for any man to fill. He who has to
shoulder the burden left by him needs, therefore, extraordinary
props. And on the assumption of average ability and honesty,
he should have them. But, so far as I am concerned, this experi-
ment> I hope, is the first and the last in my life. I have counte-
nanced it with a full sense of my responsibility and the danger
attendant upon it. May God grant the necessary wisdom and the
power to Mr. J. M. Sen Gupta. Let the citizens of Calcutta rest
assured that the election of an active politician is not intended to
be a menace to the healthy growth of the municipal life of
Calcutta. We have precedents for it in the brilliant example of
Pherozeshah Mehta than whom we never had a better President
of a corporation or a better councillor. His tradition was kept
up last year by Vithalbhai Patel, who, even his opponents ad-
mitted, discharged the burden of his high office with great ability
and equally great impartiality. And Vithalbhai Patel is nothing
if he is not a fiercely active politician. In stating my position,
I have really dealt with the highest form of municipal life. That
type has yet to be evolved by'us in India. And I am hoping that
it would be the privilege of the Congress to do so. It will not be
till we have men whose ambition will be more than fully satis-
fied if they can keep the gutters and closets of their cities scrupu-
lously clean and supply the purest milk at the cheapest rates and
rid them of drunkenness and prostitution.

Young India, 16-7-1925

*  .          237.   MOTES

A MEMORIAL TOUR

The tour that I am now making in Bengal has been turned
into a Memorial tour. I was disinclined to tear myself away
from Calcutta at the present moment and whilst the ten lacs are
uncollected. But I had not the heart to disappoint the people of
the respective Districts which I was under promise to visit. But
I had warned the people that my tour this time would be for col-
lecting the Deshbandhu Memorial Fund and delivering his mes-
$age* And even from the Memorial standpoint, I am glad I am
touring. The response of the poor people, both men and women,